THE SECTS OF THE KHARIJIYAH

" Hear from me the two verses with which I will end my
work."    Whereupon he began reciting:

" I will take refuge with Allah from 'Amr and his followers,
And from 'All and the Companions of Siffin
And from Mu'awiyah, the tyrant, and his followers;
Bless not, O Allah, the accursed people!"

Not only this man's death, but the death of many others
was commanded.    The rest were set free.

Says 'Abd-al-Kahir to the Shabibiyah of the Khawarij:
" It might be said, you discountenanced the departure of the
Mother of the Faithful,  'A'ishah, to al-Basrah with her
army, of which each member was forbidden [in marriage],
because in the Koran she is the mother of all the faithful;
and you claimed that she became a heretic because of this;
and you applied to her the words of Allah: 'And abide still
in your houses/    (Surah 33, v. 3.)    Why don't you apply
this verse also to Ghazalah, the mother of Shabib, and so
charge her, and the Kharijite women also, with heresy, who
went to fight the armies of al-Hajjaj ?   Now, if you con-
sider their action permissible, because their husbands, chil-
dren or brothers were with them, then you should take
into account that with 'A'ishah there were her brother *Abd~
al-Rahinan, and her nephew 'Abdallah ibn-al-Zubair, each
one of whom was forbidden to her [in marriage].   Besides,
all Moslems are her children, and therefore all are forbidden
to her.   If, then, some of you accept the Imamate of Ghaza-
lah, so that her Imamate seems proper, why do you not
consider 'A'ishah's act permissible?"    Praise be to Allah
for guarding us from heresy.